
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Events   (events can be found at www.rockngem.com or www.amfed.org/mwf/Calendar/) For detailed 
information, please visit individual club’s website. 
  
Nov 1 thru Nov 29 - Rock Polishing Class at CAI Building, 7-9 PM, Cutting/shaping/polishing taught 
by Leon Pearson, and open to the public. Contact Waterford Parks & Recreation 248-674-5441 

 
Club Meeting 

Sept. 2 
At 7:30 

 
 

Board Meeting at 
6:30 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Refreshments— 
Greg Lemke 

 
 
 
 
 

Note: see article at 
right regarding 

early Elections this 
year- would you 

like to serve? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Petoskey Stone 

Oakland County Earth Science Club       September 2015 
 www.OCESC.com 

 
September’s Program 

Roberta Thomas will tell us about the 
Emperor’s Army, an amazing collection of 
life-sized statuary and equipment buried 
with the first Emperor of China. 
 
 
 

2016 Club Elections 
This year our club elections for Officers 
and Board Members will occur in 
September and October 2015. During the 
Sept. 2015 regular club meeting we will 
accept nominations for the office of: 
President, Vice President, Secretary, and  
Treasurer. These positions are for a 2-year 
term. We will also accept nominations for 
the positions of Board Members. Board 
Members have a 3-year term of office. 
Nominations will be accepted from the 
floor during the September Club meeting. 
 
During the Oct. 2015 regular club meeting 
we will also accept nominations from the 
floor, and then VOTE for the Officers and 
Board Members, who will serve our club 
starting in January  2016.  
 
If you are able, willing, and interested in 
having your name put on the slate for 
Officers and/or Board Members, please 
contact a member of the Nominating 
Committee: Katherine Van Hoy, Eleanor 
Snyder, Leon Pearson, or me.  
 
Remember- Nominations in September and 
VOTE in October.  – Thanks,  Cathy Roller 
 
 

l
 

 
From the Desk of Dwight, 
Welcome Back Everyone!!! I hope 
everyone had a ‘Great Summer’!!! If 
you went on any rock hunting 
expeditions, please bring in some of 
your new finds so we can all drool 
over them and make sure to tell us the 
stories behind them!!!  
 
It’s with a heavy heart that I’m 
informing you that we’ve lost one of 
our long-time dear friends, fellow rock 
enthusiast and long-time member Tom 
Pierson. Tom and Barb had some kind 
of bug but he seemed like he was 
coming back around. So, his passing 
was totally unexpected. We’ll truly 
miss Tom’s vast knowledge, that he 
was always willing to share with us 
‘Rookies’! Please keep Barb and 
Tom’s family in your thoughts and 
prayers.  
 
It’s about time for another changing of 
the guard. Yep, elections are just 
around the corner!!! If you’d like to 
find out about the inner working of 
our club, don’t be afraid to raise your 
hand on nomination night to volunteer 
to be on next year’s Board! The Rock 
Room will soon be open once again, 
Classes will again start up, rock 
sorting for upcoming auctions is in 
full swing again, and ‘OUR’ club is 
off and running full steam ahead, 
again!!!  --President Dwight 
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Upcoming Events   (events can be found at www.rockngem.com or www.amfed.org/mwf/Calendar/) For 
detailed information, please visit individual club’s website. 
OCES classes - Grinding room  will be closing for summer. You may use it if you have been trained to 
use it on your own. - $3 each, per visit is still the fee. 
Sept. 11-13:  TOLDEO, OH  Toledo Gem and Rockhound Club Annual Show, Fri 2 -8 pm, Sat 10 am - 
6 pm; Sun 11 am - 5 pm  Stranahan Theatre Complex, 4645 Heaterhdowns, Toledo; 
www.rockyreader.com 
Sept. 18-20:  HOLLAND, MI  Tulip City Gem & Mineral Club Annual Show.  Fri 9 am - 8 pm; Sat 9 
am - 7 pm; Sun 11 am - 5 pm.  Holland Civic Center, 150 West 8th St., Holland.  www.tulipcity.org 
Sept. 19-20:  HOWELL, MI  Livingston Gem & Mineral Society Annual Show, Sat 10 am - 6 pm; Sun 
10 am - 4 pm.  Hartland Consld. School, 9525 Highland Rd., Howell.  Info:Ed Oller, (810) 241-8801 
Sept. 26-27:  TRAVERSE CITY, MI  Grand Traverse Area Rock and Mineral Club Annual Show.  Sat 
10 am - 5 pm; Sun 11 am - 4 pm  Grand Traverse County Civic Center, 1213 W. Civic Center Dr., 
Traverse City, MI; www.tcrockhounds.com 
Oct. 9-11 Greater Detroit Annual Show Macomb Community College Expo Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2015 Refreshments 
Jan.    
Feb. Sue Klopfer, Laura Sheffer, the Machins 
Mar. Lynnette West, Phyllis Keene, Cindy Heide 
April Katie Rathburg, Debbie Rathburg 
May Jackie Presson, Monica Rowe 
June Banquet-Potluck, Nancy Pfauth, coord. 
Sept. Greg Lemke 
Oct.  Linda Whitehead 
Nov.  
Dec. Club Banquet/Potluck 

2015 Programs 
Jan. Dave Machin, Coal Mining. 
Feb Roberta Thomas, Selenite Roses 
Mar Jim Glassbrook- Chain Mail 
April Silent Auction 
May Nancy Mathura – Ant Hill Fossils 
June Club Show & Tell- bring your ‘treasures’ 
Sept. Roberta Thomas – Emperor’s Clay Army 
Oct.   
Nov Club Member Swap/Sale & Elections 
Dec. Banquet; program needed  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

“Everything that is really great and inspiring is created by the individual 
who can labor in freedom.”    ---- Albert Einstein 
 

 
 
 

September Birthdays 
 
Keen, Phyllis Sept 9 
Hernandez, Gilbert -12 
Caceres, Andy  23 
Dziuard, Richard 23 
Skinner,Alexander 26 
 
 
 

Rules and Regulations for 
collectin fossils on USFS 
managed lands have had 
significant changes  
for the Casual Collector 
effective May 18, 2015.   The 
final ruling by the US Dept. of  
Agriculture for the National 
Forest Service has been  
Released. See an extensive 
article discussing how 
rockhound rights are changed 
in the AMFED newsletter, 
June/July 2015, page 5, 
online at: 
www.amfed.org/news 
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OCES BOARD MINUTES are not available at this time:  Chris Shull, Secretary. 
 
 
 
Our Condolences  
We were all so sorry to hear of Tom Pierson’s sudden passing.  For those of you who didn’t see it, here is 
information from Tom’s Obituary.  From the Daily Tribune, July 26, 2015 
“Pierson, Thomas G, of Waterford; died peacefully in his sleep, July 25, 2015 at 82 years of age. Loving 
husband of Barbara (nee Webster) for 59 years; dear father of Dean (Jane) Pierson, Lynelle Bewernitz and 
Greg (Kelly) Pierson; grandfather of 5; great-grandfather of 3; brother of the late Betty Gladstone. Tom 
was a veteran of the US Army. He met his wife, Barbara, at Michigan State University where they were 
both students, and graduated in 1955. Tom retired from Oakland County as a computer system analyst 
where he pioneered the County’s computer and internet systems. He was a member of Community 
Presbyterian Church and the Oakland County Earth Science Club.”  
 
Our condolences go out to the family of Thomas Salisbury, aged 91, who died July 7th . This information 
is from his obituary:   “Beloved husband of the late Thyra, and father of Terry (Norman) Tick and Todd 
(Diane) Salisbury. Thomas was a member of the “Lapidarian Club of Waterford” and of Christ Lutheran 
Church. He was a veteran of the U.S. Navy. “  
 
 

 
 
Paleobotanist identifies what could be the mythical ‘first flower’ 
August 17, 2015, Indiana University 
 
Indiana University paleobotanist David Dilcher and colleagues in Europe have identified a 125 -130 
million-year-old freshwater plant as one of the earliest flowering plants on Earth. 
 The finding, reported Auf. 17 in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, represents a 
major change in the presumed form of one of the planet’s earliest flowers, known as angiosperms.  
 
The aquatic plant, Montsechia vidalii, once grew abundantly in freshwater lakes in what are now 
mountainous regions in Spain… A ‘first flower’ is technically a myth, like the ‘first human’ said 
Dilcher… [The work] is truly an important contribution to the continued quest to unravel the evolutionary 
and ecological events that accompanied the rise of flowering plants to global prominence.  The 
conclusions are based upon careful analyses of more than 1,000 fossilized remains of Montsechia, whose 
stems and leaf structure were coaxed from stone by applying hydrochloric acid on a drop-by-drop basis. 
The plant’s cuticles—the protective film covering the leaves that reveals their shape --- were also 
carefully bleached using a mixture of nitric acid and potassium chlorate.  Examination of the specimens 
was conducted under a stereomicroscope, light microscope and scanning electron microscope. 
[Read the complete article at www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/08/150817160613.htm] 
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Oakland County Earth Science Club 
c/o Christ Lutheran Church 
5987 Williams Lake Rd. 
Waterford, MI 48329 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bench Tips by Brad Smith 
Get all 101 of Brad’s tips in ‘Bench Tips for Jewelry Making’ on Amazon 

 
Any time you make your own earwires, the hardest part for me is to sand and polish the end that’s inserted into 
the ear. Any sharp edge there is no fun. I’ve tried using sanding sticks, cup burs, and silicone polishing wheels. I’ve 
tried buffing on a Zam wheel, and spinning the wire in the Foredom to polish the tip. While all of these do the job, 
none are easy and none are as fast as I’d like.  Then it occurred to me… I could melt the wire smooth. One quick 
touch in the flame of the propane/oxygen Little Torch does the trick—not enough to form a bead on the wire but, 
just enough to round off the tip. I find it’s worth practicing the maneuver a couple times on some scrap before 
trying it on completed earrings.  
 
I use ball burs quite a bit for carving and cleaning up burrs of solder that need to be removed, The ball shape 
seems to be more controllable than other cutting burs. They’re less apt to grab and walk over your piece.  
As to sizes, I’ve found that 8 mm is a very useful size for carving, while a half mm or smaller at high speed works 
great for signing your name on the back of your work.  
 

 
 
 
“Creativity is allowing yourself to make mistakes. Art is knowing which ones to keep.”  --- Scott Adams 


